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Distortion of News 
News By Innuendo: The Fed- 


eral Communications Commission 
has threatened not to renew the 
licenses of three of America’s great 
radio stations because of charges 
by former employees that the 
broadcast policies have been to 
“slant” or “doctor?” the news to 
suit the viewpoints of the manage- 
ments of: KMPC of Los Angeles, 
WJR of Detroit and WGAR of 
Cleveland, the latter two affiliated 
with the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. The former employees of 
the three stations charge that the 
managements editorially tampered 
with the newscasts and forced 
upon the broadcasters interpreta- 
tions of the news that were untrue, 
biased, prejudiced and without 
journalistic merit. “These in- 
structions increased in detail, par- 
ticularly at KMPC, to the point 
where news was distorted to sub- 
stantiate the personal likes and dis- 
likes of the management, even to 
suggested voice inflections, that 
slanted the interpretation of the 
news.” 

Every radio listener is familiar 
with the technique of certain 
broadcasters who speak in sneering 
and insinuating tones which create 
libelous impressions yet leave the 
broadcaster free from libel threats. 
If they said straight out that so- 
and-so was a Communist and may- 
be even a spy, they could be sued, 
but they can get the same effect 
by voice inflection and without 
actually using libelous statements. 


Crime On The Air: Chairman 


of the Federal Communications 
Commission, Wayne Coy, recently 
demanded that the radio and tele- 
vision industry “clean house” in 
the matter of crime programs and 
“livery stable humor.” In _ the 
bluntest statement to date by any 
member of the FCC, Mr. Coy 
warned the broadcasting industry 
that if it did not act on its own 
motion, public opinion would de- 


mand a more drastic remedy by 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast 


OW THEY DO IT: A former FBI man submitted several docu- 

ments to the congressional committees investigating communism, 
and among the documents was a list of congressmen whose names had 
keen found among supporters of an organization that had been proved 
Communist in origin! It is of course correctly assumed that the legis- 
lators had not been aware of the nature of the organization when they 
gave it support during the years when Russia was our noble ally. Yet, 
when the names of outstanding progressive leaders are found on such lists, 
the war whoops are sounded and the scalping knives gleam. But behold 
what happened to the list of congressmen who were caught with their 
pink slips showing: THE AP REPORTS THAT IN SOME MYS- 
TERIOUS FASHION THE LIST GOT MISPLACED! A special 
investigating committee was appointed to investigate its disappearance. 
That’s been several weeks ago and at the present writing we have heard 
nothing more about the missing list — and we doubt if we ever do! 


REEK LESSON: The nature of Uncle Sam’s struggle with com- 

munism is revealed by the situation in Athens. When Greece was 
liberated, the British Churchill Government rushed in to prevent the 
strong Communist Greek underground (the backbone of the Nazi re- 
sistance) from taking over. But in so doing the British gave no recog- 
nition to the middle-ground Greek liberals who vigorously opposed both 
the Communists and the powerful reactionary monarchial group which 
the British supported. Churchill had been keeping the former Greek 
King George on ice in London just for such an occasion, and, rushing 
the King to Athens, the British literally at the point of bayonets forced 
the Greeks to choose between communism and the King, when the ma- 
jority of the Greeks — especially those outside of Athens — didn’t want 
either! 

When the U. S. took over, as post-war poverty forced Britain 
out, we also backed the monarchy and spent millions supporting its 
armies in the civil war against communism. We did, however, urge 
tax reforms and other reform measures that we hoped would break the 
grip of the wealthy family cliques that were strangling democracy in 
Greece. (For more about this, see U. S. News for April 28). 

When the Communists were finally defeated and an election was 
held a few weeks ago, the Greek people then fully revealed their desire 
for a liberal “socialist-democratic” government. But there are over twenty 
different political parties in Greece and consequently the votes were so 
split up that the old royalist regime, already deeply entrenched, was able 
to stall off any change by stuffing the new cabinet with old line reaction- 
aries. Bitterness among the common people, many of whom in their 
suffering had become sympathetic with the Communists, has arisen to 
the point that our representatives have had to step in to prevent the 
possibility of this civil war breaking into flames again. The reactionary 
Greek leaders were told they must carry out the people’s edict for eco- 
nomic and social reform or we would withdraw our support. But the 
U. S. position is weakened by the fact that the Greek reactionaries know 
we would not dare step out and leave the door open for the Reds. 

The situation in Greece is “China in a capsule.” As in China, the 
common people did not want the Communists, but their increasing distress 
became so great that the door was wide open for communism. In this you 
find the pattern of Communist gains and the failure of American foreign 
policy! Our own powerful financial interests, in their hysterical fear 


of “socialism,” prevent our Government from supporting moderate re- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Public Power Progress 
Enlightened Executive: For 


years the private utility industry 
has fought all publie power expan- 
sion as socialistic, communistic 
and detrimental to free enterprise. 
Also, for years Between The Lines 
has forecast that, in spite of these 
well-financed campaigns against 
the growth of public administra- 
tion of natural resources, (1.) the 
time would come when capitalism 
would discover its security en- 
hanced by development of public 
power resources through the co- 
operation of Federal, State and 
private enterprises; (2.) that cheap 
and abundant power would prove 
to be the life blood of free enter- 
prise rather than its death. 

The private power millionaires 
have been shocked and awakened 
by the recent testimony by one of 
their own leaders that private en- 
terprise was being greatly boosted 
and private utility companies bene- 
fited by the development of public 
power resources. In a statement 
before a special congressional com- 
mittee, C. B. McManus, executive 
of the $600,000,000 Southern Pow- 
er and Light Company, not only 
hailed Government participation 
in power development, but de- 
clared that one of the southern 
subsidiaries, the $300,000,000 
Power Company, has 
greatly benefited by Government 
projects and was anxious to buy 
all the electricity generated at four 
of the major dams being developed 
by the Government in their area. 
The idea of a private utility man 
embracing Federal power is bring- 
ing apoplexy all up and down the 
lines of the privately owned power 
and light companies. “If the 
utility companies can’t build these 
power projects that are needed, let 
the Government do so, and we’ll 
buy all the electricity,” Mr. Me- 
Manus said. He then told of the 


Georgia 


great expansion of industrial ac- 

tivity through the areas his cor- 

poration serves — with 1700 new 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 














Public Power Progress 
(continued) 


manufacturing plants established 


in the past four years in the ter 
ritory served by Georgia Powe: 
In 1930 the per capita income 
the area was $274; in 1948 it rose 
to $971, an increase of 254 per t 
as compared with the gain of 157 
per cent throughout the tic 

The power e ecutiv ulso @X- 
plained how his company had been 
able, through G ernment cooper- 
ation, to serve large chains of co- 
operatir e farmer and rura lec 


administratio1 
private 
over the 
vate power industries have 
refused in the past to send their 
lines to many farmi eas, 

have claimed it could not be d 

profitably. 
ports that the experiments his 
company Vv ture 1 wit the 
Government — have 
whole theorv f: l a 1 proved ft 
private 
fited through the cheap powe1 
had inereased th far. rs’ 


productivity as well s his pur 


bene 


which 


chasing power 


A & P Facts: \fter spending 





many millio 

wandize the public about “Govern- 
ment persect tion,” the A nt % ) 
cery chain anti-trust suit is now 
vetting under way in the Federal 


Courts. All the money spent by 
A&@ Ft ™ the public did 


not change any of the Government 


educate’”’ 


charges they are now having to face 
before the law: that manufacturers 
muund to the A & P system 


h vears OT proauction servis 


became be 
throug 
and hence were forced to cut prices 
to the A & P but not to other com- 
peting concerns: that the A & P 
used monopolistic practices in dis- 
tribution and retailing ic] 





unfair to their competi 
as price cutting to wipe out com 
petition with a new A& i t 
often operating at a loss until com- 
petition d he driven mut, the 
loss bei: Yr Wik ] 

other stores of the great A & 
chain. 

The Government has not claimed 
that the A & P had a monopoly on 
the grocery business as A & P pub- 
lic statements have sought to infe oY. 


The Government charges |] 
upon the pr f that the A & P is 
the nation’s largest purchaser l 
retailer of food du d 
ling about 25.1 per « all 
grocery sales in the country | 
that this pure} asing nd retailin 
power has been used to diserin i- 
nate against smal] r competitors 


» trend of A & P to extend 
trina ty ‘oa to dest V 
The A & P has sum- 
moned a battery of the country’s 


most noted and 
(continued third « 


hence the 
their me 


competition. 


expensive legal 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


oups, — so we back the old feudal oligarchies which play right 
We have done this in Germany, and in 
Italy, and it was the basis of our failure in China where we seemed to 
find no middle ground program to support between the extremes of 
hi vai Shek’s corrupt regime and the Communists. 

What the Ameri been permitted to under- 


form gr 


into the Communist oe 


ican public has never 


stand is that in countries whore great wealth exists alongside extreme 
poverty. with little in between, “socialism” represents a non- -violent, 
democratic method of economic reform as an antidote and alternative for 


the violent Communist revolution. In America where great wealth and ex- 
treme poverty are in reality only fringes of our abundant, middle class 


society, the word ‘socialism’? HAS LITTLE MEANING AND LITTLE TO 





OFFER. But the deliberate efforts prevailing in most news channels to 
keep the Am in people confused and uninformed on this point in the 
\ 's economie struggle comprises one of the danger points in the 
\merican scene. Let economic disaster overtake us, and the people will 
have been robbed of much that could aid them towards sound judgment. 


GAND THE NATIONAL CITARACTER: Some months 


A ago (See BTL, May 23, ’49) we reported to you on the widespread 
mblit ce and erime networks that were becoming a menace to the 
nation’s civil and municipal governments. Now as Congress sets official 
1 igations in motion, keep in mind the fact that the two most vital 


points of operation par ieee of the racket rings is their use of large 
of TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES and equally large 
tant BANKING FACILITIES. 


quantities 


— 
and impor 


Asan AP dispatch recently pointed out, the gambling rings could 

it oy te without the intricate and elaborate telephone and wire serv- 
ices that serve the thou nds of betting centers over the country. When 
you realize that such networks of service were built up during the war and 
following the war when schools, churches, hospitals and private homes 


could not get additional phone services, it is evident how deep the gam- 
Then with the 


published figures of ten billion a year as the estimated “take” of the 
gam! 


bling interests have dug into important business circles. 


ling syndicates, it also becomes obvious that such a business demands 


extensive banking facilities. You can’t keep that kind of money in a 


piggy bank. Of cours IESE FACTORS are carefully soft-pedaled in 

m hlie y uncemerts on the situation. But they explain why it has 

t ‘jal action on the matter and why newsmen report 

tr ndous pressure behi ind the scenes everywhere to squash investiga- 

+: 

Efforts are being made in some news channels even to deny such 

ation-wide networks exist — this in the face of several citizen crime 

coml on investigations in different parts of the country in which all 
reached, independently, the same conclusion. 

With | lreds of millions of dollars to spend, these gambling 

| sts bribe their way through the most important influen- 

| machines in the country. And, as the Kansas City gangster 

( led, the network leads perilously close to the White 

ITouse door | extends its han ls deep into the political manipulation 

Coneress. Of course the rackets could not exist if millions of people 


did not support and patronia ze _the gamblers and vice lords. 


LY Aull OF S B. TO THE KIND OF PEOPLE WE ARE. 

The spirit of gambling, getting something for nothing, seems to be in 
ir we breathe at the present time. The common people see the mili- 
s tax money around like sand, — see the politicians and the 

by in new expensive ears, furs, jewels — naturally the 

nly one buek in his pocket is bound to react to this conduct. 

For instance, much is heing said about the chiseling on unemployment 
d relief t hout people no longer trying to be honest pro- 
ductive citizens but preferring to be brazen loafers living on the public 


» withor mscience. But how can we expect the little people over the 
country to be conscience- e-stricken about such behavior when they see 
wing through the hands of others and know 


above them are operating on the same 





ral I are also ivi ing off the tax payer, — and in addition reap- 
luerative income on the side from nefarious sourees. The whole 

: , not one that a congressional investigation or new legislation 
can clear up. We are in the period of moral decline which always follows 
ir. The years of hatred, barbarity, deception, which war always 
brings, do not leave man enobled. The cost of war is not all caught up 


ment debt. 
We thank God that with our abundant resources there is yet 
f yoom to make an honest success in life, raise fine families with 


young people skilled and able to take their places in the new day that 
will he theirs. The cheats, grafters and chiselers will crumble away — 
y 


(continued on NEXT page) 


Public Power Progress 
(continued ) 

talent to defend them against the 
anti-trust lawyers who work for 
comparatively small salaries. One 
of the handicaps the Anti-Trust Di- 
vision of the Dept. of Justice has 
labored under for years has been 
that, for the salaries paid by the de- 
partment, they cannot keep men 
with the training and experience to 
meet the great legal talent which 
corporations bring to their defense 
when the department tries to police 
the business methods that destroy 
America’s free enterprise. 

Between The Lines takes the po- 
sition that violation of our monop- 
oly controls is a betrayal of the 
ideals of Christian stewardship of 
wealth, the only basis upon which 
a democratic economy can endure 
in a modern world. 


Distortion of News 
(continued) 

the Government. Absurd and ex- 
treme crime situations, dramatized 
to the nth degree in such a way as 
to seriously influence the minds 
and thoughts of growing youth, 
plus a sprinkling of obscene, in- 
decent and profane innuendoes in 
many of the programs, both radio 
and television, are all trends that 
must be checked, according to the 
FCC head. 

Educators have long been con- 
cerned over the effect of the low 
level of much of our broadeasting 
upon American cultural and spirit- 
ual standards. With the radio or 
television penetrating almost every 
the situation will become 
critical unless an awakened sense 


home, 


of responsibility begins to appear 
within the broadcasting industry 
itself. It will be far more in keep- 
ing with and better for our democ- 
racy, if the policing of material is 
achieved voluntarily from _ within, 
but if the industry fails to do that, 
Government action from without 
will inevitable. As 
so many other trends in modern 
life, we complain of 
Government controls without fac- 
ing the fact that those controls 
are the inevitable result of the 
failure of inner voluntary controls. 


become with 


democratie 





Omission: In Winston Church- 
ill’s third volume of war memoirs, 
he discusses his efforts to prevent 
Japanese imperialists from join- 
ing the Berlin-Rome Axis. But 
he carefully omitted in his mem- 
oirs, his notable statement of Feb. 
24, °33, after Japan seized Man- 
churia: “British interest requires 
us to keep out of the quarrel which 
has broken out in the Far East 
and not wantonly throw away our 
old and valued friendship with 
Japan.” 


Weapons and War 


Facts of War: How much con- 
fidence can be placed in the hope 
that the destructive nature of the 


H-bomb and the A-bomb will 
bring war to an end? Devere 
Allen reviews such attitudes in 


the past relative to other military 
developments and does not offer 
much assurance. In the last cen- 
tury Victor Hugo developed the 
theme that scientific research was 
reaching the point where the de- 
struction of life in war would be 
so terrible that 
would compel people to abolish 
armed conflict. Even before that, 
when the needle gun was develop- 
ed under Frederick the Great, it 
was hailed as a means of prevent- 
ing aggression and stopping war. 
When iron ships were inveuted, 
when submarines followed, when 
poisoned gas was first let loose on 
a field in Flanders, — the world 
was given the same inane assur- 
ances. “This is all too terrible. 
War will have to stop.” But it 
didn’t stop. The airplane in par- 
ticular was heralded as an aid to 
peace through its advantages in 
war. Early in the development of 
the plane, international authori- 
ties stated that nations would be 
foreed to abandon war as destruc- 
tion gained the speed of wings. 
History gives us no evidence what- 
ever that the increased destructive- 
ness of weapons even brings hesi- 
taney to the While 
Churchill had been encouraging 
western leaders that Russia was 
restrained by our possession of the 
atom bomb, the historical fact now 
stands — unanswerable — that in 
this very period communism has ex- 
panded over more area in less time 
than in any other period of its 
hundred years We 
will only stop war by making men 
more Christian. 

Scientists Organize: Research 


scientists 


sheer necessity 


war-makers. 


of existence! 


are against 
science for de- 
struction. Seeking to arouse scien- 
tists against their present key role 
in bringing terror and destruction 
to mankind, a 


organizing 
the perversion of 


distin- 
guished research men have organ- 


group of 


ized a Society for Social Respon- 
sibility in Science to “find some 
constructive approach to the social 
problems involved in scientific en- 
deavor.” While Americans are 
the movement, British, 
and Swiss scientists are 
joining up. 


leading 
German 
Embodied in the con- 
stitution is the principle that the 
individual scientist “must abstain 
from destructive work and devote 
himself to constructive work.”’ As 
an example of the awakened scien- 
tifie conscience, officers of the new 
organization cite Norbert Wiener, 
a founder of the new field of cy- 
bernetiecs, who recently declined 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


WHERE IT IS WEAKENING 
Naame) 


ie ae 


























Our democracy still stands glorious with achievement, but 
we will prove unworthy if we do not begin seriously to contem- 
plate some of the places where it is developing serious weak- 
nesses. Unfortunately the most important breaks are appearing 
at the most crucial places, for democracy rests upon the character 
of the people. Many a community in America is blighted with 
poor government because the people simply do not care enough 
to take their responsibilities of citizenship seriously. Self-seeking 
of pressure groups in Washington have become the curse of our 
national capital. It takes a rare and courageous lawmaker to act 
in the interests of all the people these days, for he is forever 
goaded by the special interests of a few. What we need is a 
rebirth of love for our fellow men, for our country as a whole, 
for those things that have made America great in character and 
soul. Such an awakening would be a spiritual experience of such 
major importance that it would bless the whole world. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 
their ill-taught and confused offspring with them, for truth has not died 
nor have the basie moral laws of life changed. 


ORE PENSIONS: In spite of the hub-bub over pensions, the big- 

gest pension drives are yet to come! Responsible labor leaders see 
it this way: Nothing much can be done about living costs. We’re caught 
in a cheap money economy that must be maintained to finance great 
public expenditures and debt. (Don’t forget that this is the result of war 
costs and war spending which consumes 74¢ of the tax dollar, and not the 
“welfare spending’? which takes only 6¢ out of each tax dollar.) War 
spending won’t diminish in the forseeable future, which means the 
Government will be compelled to keep a high economy with cheap dollars 
to raise necessary taxes. So living costs can’t come down much, hence 
pensions must increase. 

Now, there are three kinds of workers: (1.) the industrial worker 
employed with thousands of others in giant plants where he is a cog in a 
vast machine; (2.) the employee of the small independently owned plant; 
(3.) the self-employed worker. The employee in big industry has little 
chance to win attention, promotion, to shift to better opportunity. En- 
lightened industrial leaders recognize this fact — that a worker’s oppor- 
tunity to win recognition on the giant assembly lines is now so slight, so 
much a matter of very slim luck that the feeling of helplessness, personal 
insignificance, insecurity and monotony comprise a main psychological 
barrier in securing worker dependability and production. “It is help- 
lessness, loss of identity and despair that is producing irresponsibility 
in the assembly line” — say many of America’s most enlightened indus- 
trial leaders. When such a worker gets a family to support, he needs 
every month’s pay check to keep going; he can’t afford to take chances 
in seeking better opportunity. There are the kids to feed, clothe and 
educate, — the rent to pay, — it means he gets caught in an iron vise. 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Weapons and War 
(continued) 

to put his knowledge at the dis- 
posal of the armed forces. They 
also recall that Leonardo da Vinci 
refused to describe publicly his in- 
vention of the submarine 500 years 
ago “lest man put it to evil pur- 
poses.” President of the group is 
Vietor Paschkis of Columbia Uni- 
versity; head of the membership 
committee is the noted physicist of 
Smith College and Brookhaven Na- 
tional Laboratory, W. T. Seott of 
Northampton, Mass. 

In Britain: 


atomie 


British 
scientists have refused to 
help construct the hydrogen bomb. 
According to recent press dis- 
patches appearing in scientific cir- 
eles, both Dr. G. O. Jones of Ox- 
ford and Prof. Kathleen Lonsdale 
of University College have with- 
drawn from any activity related 
to the “inhuman and totally insane 


Leading 


atomic bomb projects.” 


The Federal Council 

The Federal Council of Church- 
es has published a pamphlet en- 
titled, “The Truth About the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches.” This 
and 
misrepresentations that have been 
hurled at the Council by the or- 
ganized spokesmen of ultra reac- 
tionaries in America 


is a reply to the falsehoods 


who are en- 
deavoring to smear and discredit 
Christian leadership 
economic “status 
finance in America. 
want the TRUTH with 


documentary proof to back it as 


progre ssive 
that threatens the 
quo” of 


top 
If you 


an antidote for the lies you have 
elsewhere, address the 
Federal Council of Churches, 297 
Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 
Read this, — get several copies, 
ceive them to your friends. 
The Lines has no connection with 
the Council, but we try to keep 
some contact with the truth! 
“Inaccurate”: Jolin T. Flynn’s 
book, “The Road Ahead,” in which 


he brings spurious and unfounded 


been given 


Jetween 


smear charges against Christian 
leaders, especially Methodist fig- 
ures and officials of the Federal 
Council of Churches, continues to 
be denounced by noted religious 
leaders. Father George Higgins, 
distinguished Cathloie social scien- 


tist and leader of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, re- 


cently charged that Mr. Flynn’s 
volume was “the most illogical, in- 
accurate, emotional and_ probably 
even the most libelous book we have 
ever been foolish enough to pur- 
chase.”” Father 


insists it is so 


Higgins further 
filled with false- 
hoods, misrepresentations and mis- 
understandings that he does not 
see how it can be taken seriously. 
Yet the book is being pushed by 
arch reactionaries who are seeking 
to destroy all liberal and progres- 
sive thinking in America. 





Reports from Spain 

Franco Facts: Frequent waves 
of publicity favorable to the Fran- 
in Spai being used 
the 
accept- 


co regime 
in this 
American 


h are 
countrys to prepare 
the 


“democratic” 


people for 
ance of Spain as a 
partner in the At] 
Franco i 
dictator, 
heart whose ime is moving s 
though toward 
prosperous de moecr iti v4 1 ilization 
The Worldover Press, hi 
re leased some 
and revealing 
Spain today and the low standard 
of living which has long made the 
Peninsula one of the world’s 
ters of tube 
TB is the barometer of malnu- 


intiec arms pact. 
as a not-so-bad 


1d democrat at 
cerely 
wwever, h 3 


facts 
about 


indisputable 
statistics 


cen- 


reulosis. 


trition, inadequate prea and de- 
Before 1930 tl TB rate in 
that of Latin 
Ikans. In 1931, 
Republie 1 
died 


million 


spair. 
Spain was between 
America and the Ba 
r in which the 
proclaimed, 1,221 persons 
this disease for each 
habitants. After five 
proved social conditions under 


the vea 


vears of i 


Republican regime the number 
dropped to 965. Following 
1940, the 
1,009. 


‘ 
cos war, in rate 


risen again to Since 
with the d power the fig 
ure has gone on until in 
1948 it reached the highest 
on record in Spain and one of the 
highest in the world, 1,582. 
Suicide is another measure of the 
The Span- 
notably rebellious about tak- 
life, registered 1,618 
1931. By the time 
Franco had won the civil war there 
the year 
1946 with Franco fairly 
had elimb- 


O12 
1948, 


ictator in 
soaring 


firure 


morale of the people. 
iards, 
ing leave of 
suicides in 


were 2.528 suicides in 
1939. In 
established the number 
ed to 2,854 and last year, 
under the full reign of the dic 
shi i1lp the suicides numbered 


-tator- 
3. 4: 52. 
Social scientists will report these 
unanswerable meas- 
pitiful failure of 
tvranny to 


figures as an 
urement of the 
the Franco bring a 
good life to the Spaniards. 

Free Masons in Spain are the 
targets for renewed persecutions, 
according to recent re} 
New York press. 


regime was established, 


the 


rts in 
Sinee the Franco 
Free Ma- 
been regarded as a crime 
and large numbers of them have 
been arrested and imprisoned with- 
out trial. The editor of Between 
The Lines reported from Spain 
some months ago that reliable 
sources placed at 2,000 the number 
of Ma and that 
held by the 
‘ret police 


sonry has 


isons in prison, — 
frequent raids were 
Falangi 
on groups, homes or gatherings sus- 
pected > Free Mas onry activity. 
The N. Times states that one 
of the chi Py vases of the renewed 
campaign against Masonry appear- 


ta or Franco’s se 


ed to be the effort to impress upon 
I 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


Small business men, farmers and the self-employed or the workers em- 
ployed in small individually owned plants where things are much more 
elastic, — all these have infinitely better chances for advancement. Yet 
most of us have been slow to see this important difference, and hence 
have failed to understand the drive and purpose in the labor movement. 
The big industry worker’s only chance for security is through the structure 
of the industry he serves. Living costs, standards of living are such 
The kick-off 

ame during the last 18 month period with the first demands for pensions 
in major _ str a coal, steel, The first wedge was on 
a $100 a 1 basis, but that is only the Labor economists 
have deter wena rosa Government cost of living figures that it will take 
nonth a retired couple decently. So there will 

be drives for pension increases moving eventually towards some such 
point. For the small plant worker and the self-employed, such over-all 
uniform security will unfortunately be a little slower coming, although 
as pointed out it must be recognized that his chances for advancement, 
promotion, personal financial suecess are much greater than in the giant 
assembly lines. Expanded social security laws will be passed, however, 
compelling small plants to establish ge systems with management, 


The Se 


that he can’t save much. So it must come through pensions. 


autos, ete, 
beginning. 


about $175 a keep 


worker and Government cooperating. -employed, the farmer, ete., 
will still be on his own in exchange for his much greater opportunities 
advancement. Remember, Bx The Lines is not advocating 
any sheila: — we are reporting the policies being hammered out. We 
can only come out of greater advances on the part 
ereater sharing on the part of management. If either 
iis responsibility, — both suffer. 

a ANY agit LEADERS fought the pension systems 
blindly and bitterly, but they are trapped in their own life nets for they 
have he years neice the pension need for themselves. They have 
establis pensions at about half of average earnings. 
thousand dollar a year executives retire on $75,000 to 
$90,000 per year; $50,000 a year men retire on $20,000 to $30,000 a year; 
on $3600 to $4800. Workers averaging around $300 a 

are going to drive towards $160 to $175 per month. Pensions 
ady reached $125 to $130 per month in many instances. 
HAT IT TAKES 
driving home the 


: ’ 
tionary chang 


for self Eure en 


hed the principle of 
Two hundred 


$10,000 men 


3ut this trend towards higher pensions is 
> fact that industry cannot meet such a revolu- 
e unless two things happen: (1.) a decrease in the margin of 
profits at the top and (2.) increased production at the base. Sometimes 
industries reap unjust and unconscionable profits — more often they 
do not. For many, profits have been no greater than needed to sustain 
capital investments. That means that for most industries new pension 
systems must come out of INCREASED PRODUCTION. 

We do not question the claim made by labor economists that many 
industrial llotting themselves far too great a share of the 
Men who draw $200,000 a 
ry for many years with $90,000 a year pensions should certainly 
But if such salaries were cut down by two thirds the 
result in savings would be insignificant compared to the great sums needed 
to finance pensions in plants employing thousands of workers. 
funds then ye and large must come out of increased production. 
isn’ sasy to inerease production. 

lb arrier described 


leaders are a 


corporation earnings in salaries and bonus. 
year sala 


pect criticism. 


Pension 
But it 
Not only is there the 
above in which workers feel the loss of 
and opportunity for individual recognition, but 

wil ed the idea of the worker getting more and more 

ss time and effort to the point that in many places progress 
and management has come to a standstill. Fortunately, 
the younger enlightened labor leaders realize this fallacy and are quick to 
cooperate with industrial leaders in plans for increased production per man 
hour — the only way share for the worker can be created. But 
the crux in many industries now seems to be that the workers have been 
so deeply grooved in the more-pay-for-less-work attitude that the union 
are tl trend and create a new spirit 
Indifference, carelessness, irresponsi- 


for less and le 


for both worker 


a greater 


aders emselves unable to reverse the 
and productivity. 


bility and lack of cooperation on the part of the workers will do as much 


of responsibility 


or more to block the development of a new age of worker security than 
the failure to share on the part of business management. [Labor leaders are 
sometimes finding it easier to convert the boss than the workers! A 
SPIRITUAL AWAKENING AND A RELIGIOUS REVIVAL THAT 
WOULD RESTORE INTEGRITY AND CHARACTER UP AND 
DOWN AMERICA’S ASSEMBLY LINES, WELL AS IN THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, WOULD DO MORE TO BRING 
SECURITY TO THE AMERICAN WORKER THAN ANY PO- 
LITICAL OR ECONOMIC PANACEA THAT COULD BE DE- 
VISED. 


Reports from Spain 
(continued) 

the Spanish that British and 
American Freemasons are just as 
dangerous as the Communists. 
Prominent Spanish periodicals de- 
nounce Freemasonry as a sinister 
and subversive element in Spanish 
society and the Spanish have a 
special and much-dreaded military 
court for the suppression of both 
communism and Masonry. 





For Busy Readers... 
Between The Lines is a 
unique newsletter which thou- 
sands of alert, progressive edu- 
pastors and laymen de- 
pend on for condensed reports 
of signifieant trends of concern 
to Christian thinking; sup- 
pressed materials not otherwise 
available; trends and facts 
often contrary to the popular 
headline-commentary 
but 
time; 


eators, 


views — 
borne out by 
forecasts drawn from au- 
thoritative sources in the fields 
of economics, labor, industry, 
race relations, diplomacy and 
military affairs. 

Our Stand: We are neither 
pro-labor anti-labor; we 
favor political party 

the other. We believe that, 
as communism threatens from 
without, — greed, selfishness 
and moral indifference threaten 
“the American way” from with- 
in; that it is not enough to 
oppose war but that we must 
seek out and remedy the 
causes of war; that deception, 
and ignorance are 
the instruments of greed and 
hatred; that truth and _ con- 
structive good will are the 
antidotes. We believe that the 
Christian view of world events 
is often prophetic, for the 
Christian teaching goes to the 
core of human thought and 
motivations. We believe that 
Christian sharing is the life 
blood of “the American way”, 
that capitalism cannot survive 
unless it awakens to higher 
spiritual responsibilities. 

Between The Lines, now in 
its ninth year, must often swim 
against the tide because truth 
is not always popular. It is stout 
reporting for the stout-hearted. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


for a friend! 

Introduce others to this stim- 
ulating and timely source of 
information on today’s most 
pressing problems, to a news- 
letter which seeks to go behind 
the news and lay bare the sig- 
nificant trends that are shaping 
tomorrow’s events. Send a dol- 
lar with each name, and we will 
mail a card announcing your 
gift. Send in a subscription 
today. 
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